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~IN SPITE OF
HERSELF

Barbara Castleton Wanted

‘Speaking Roles, But Destiny
and Several People Tossed
Her in a New Direction.

OT everyone knows that
Herbert Brenon, who dirée-
ted the Willlam Farnum
pictures *for Willlam Fox, is the

' %poreen papa” of beautiful Bar-

Castleton, heroine of a dozen
screen successes and count-
less lesser ones.

Or that she never had any
dramatic tralning. ,

Or that she never played any-
thing but leading roles.

Or that her entrance into ple-
tures began as a lark.

But it's all true. Miss Castle-
ton who is playing the leading
feminine role in “My Friend the
Devil,”” the special production,
directed by Harry Millarde, being
shown for the first time |In
Washington at Crandall's Metro-
politan, beginning this afternoon,
oame from Little Rock, Ark., and
attended a convent school in New
Rochelle, N, Y. It was there she
met Anita Stewart who became
her chum.

It was sometime after she left
the convent and was living In
Canada that she jourgeyed to
New York to visit Miss Stewart,
who had just begun to climb into
screen fame.

“Why don’t you go irnto ple-
tures," Anita asked her.

“Oh. mry folks would never let
me,"” replied Barbara, but I would
like to go on the stage. It would
be a good lark, anyway.”

80 she went to see Bam Forest,
director for Cohan and Harris,
who were then producing “It
Pays to Advertise.” Mr. Forest
was not enthusiastic, but handed
her the maid's part to study and
told her to come back when
she had mastered it. The next
morning Miss Castleton was back
ready to go on, whereas the
director had not expected her for
a week—If at all. Forest was
surprised, and sald he would send
for her when the second company
was ready to go on the road.

In the meantime the original
eompany had gone to Philadel-
phia and Peggy Wood, the lead-
ing woman was threatened with
flilness. There was no under-
study, and Forest remembered
the beautiful girl who had made

80 quick a study of the mald's |

role. He sent for Barbara and
she was rushed to Philadelphia,
and in less than a week had the
leading role “letter perfect.”
But Miss Wood did not pget
sick. Bo Cohan and Harris decid-
ed that Miss Castleton should
have the lead in the No. 2 Com-
pany. A contract was signed,
and she waited. The importance
of this is that she never had any
stage experience, or stodied
dramatic expreudon..but had been
pigned up by a big producing
company as a leading woman.
Then, again along came Anita
Btewart with her question:
“But, why don't you go Into
picturea?"”
The question agitated her. She
pondered and pondered and. then
she did go into plctures.

Teddy Gerard In
Her Screen Debut

ACK from a round of suc-
cesses on the London and

Paris stage, Miss Téddle
Gerard makes her first appéar-
ance in the picturization of "The
Cave Girl” at the Strand today
as a motion picture actress. Rich-
‘W ard Barthel-
mess s also

& member of
the same com-
pany under
which Miss
Gerard is con-
} tracted.

Miss Gerard
galned atten-
tion and at-
tracted Inter-
¥ national notice
B when she suc-

TE GIRARDG ceeded Gaby
Desalys as dancing partner of
Harry Plicher In Paris. Her
work in the European cities was
confined to musical attractions
and her debut as a motion pic-
ture actress was a marked sue-
cenn,
Charles Meredith, another wrell
known actor, appears in the
“Cave Girl" in the leading role.
Those who hark back can remem-
ber him from his parts in Ethasl
Clayton's pletures

S &

presses himwelf as being very
much gratified at the conétantly
increasing attendance at the pop-
ular Gayety Theater on the part
of the feminine population of
Washington. The campaign for

1
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She’s Touring The Music "alls Now

IRENE CASTLE

5 Irene Castle, after more

or less of a benighted
tour in her own ‘‘Fashion
Revue,’’ is back in vaude-
ville again, pending the
+time when, so rumor tells,
she will begin rehearsals
for a leading part in the

1023 version of the Win-
ter Garden Revue.

Belasco Will Do
Romeo and Juliet

(Continued from Page §.)
statement that the vogue for
pitiless simplicity in Shake
spearean production was a vogue
predicated upon and popularized
by econofny. In short, it Is a
whole Jot cheaper in the theater
to make the star and the stellar
charscterization dominant than to
surround the star with a produc-
tion and a cast that will attract
at least half thé public’s Interest
to thempselves.

With this idea, Belasco is out
of patience. He holds that
Shakespeare wrote sound drama
—basic emotional drama, If you
will—and that enhancing interest
in one role to the detriment of
the mass play behind that role
is unfalr to Bhakespeare.

Buch being his objective, it is
only fair to say that Belasco has
gone far. Even so great a star
as Warfleld finds himself in
histrionic competition, in “The
Merchant of Venice,” with action
and characterization that at times
attains all the emotional thrill of
“Tiger Rose,” a play by no means
Jeast among the melodramatic
ooncoctions of the Belgsco labora-
tory. For long minutes together,
one finds one self far gone In the
illusion, in the hypnotic emotjonal
thrall, of a drama, that must be
familisr to the veriest schoolboy.

Here is a theatrical conception
which, by the magic of its wset-
tings, Its lighting, its direction,
its « acting, fts entire corpus
dramatis, which brings about that
one greatly demired effect in the
theater—emotional appeal.

Garden Theater
Is Newest Link in
Crandall Chain

RANDALL'S CENTRAL

THEATER, formerly the
Garden, on Ninth street, be-
tween D and E streets, under
the skillful ministrations of car
penters, painters and mechanics
is rapidly taking on new life.
Completely renovated and re-
seated on both orcheéstra and
balcony floors, equipped with
new triple manual orchestral-
unit pipe organ and a complete
new set of stage settings, the
Central will be Lthrown open to
the public on Bunday, Decem-
ber 24.

The opening attraction will be
Allen Holubar's production of
“Broken Chains,” released as a
Goldwyn picture.

An Ideal Ichabod
Rogers Should Be

HE press agent who could not
make a success of exploit-
ing Will Rogers, the in-

imitable comedian of the Zleg-
feld Follies and of the vaudeville
stage, would be apt to be turned
adrift and sent to a new occupa-

tion. And yet the fellow taxed

with the task would have many
sleepless nights=—but solely be-
cause he would not know juet
where to begin In Will's remark-

Accident Helped

Him Toward Fame

“ WAS on my way to a
theatre In Kansis City and
the streets were ocovered

with lce and I started to slip

under a street car, when I turn.
el around and went the other
way, and saved mywelf from be-
ing killed,” replies Bliding Billy

Watson, when asked to tell how

he originated the slide that has

made him famous. “So whéen I

g8t to the theatre that night I

slid over the footlights Into a

box and landed on a hat. After

a dozen or more attempts and

paylng for that many hats 1

found that turning quickly net

only made a great hit but it sav-
ed me many a dollar for hats.

“After sesing the bige hit It
made, I added it to dther parts
of the show, and—hear my secrst—
I never use anything on my sal-
ary shoes but just plain leather
and I make sure that I have a
clean stage.”

Those who wish to learn this
“money getter” of Mr. Watson's
might g0 home, scrape all the
wax off the parlor floor and
sprinklé it with powder. Be sure
you file the nails off your shoes.
If you bave no parlor try it on
your dancing floor, but it It s too
crowded, the foe—but be-
ceftain you are well padded—and
with a few year's practice you
will b8 & good customer for a

Mr. Watsorl is making his firgt
Whashington appeatance in two
years at the Gayety this week.
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vealed at National—Eddie
Cantor at Poli’'s—0ther Pro-
grams Balanoed and Varied.

POLI'S—When Eddle Cantor is
seen at Poll's Theater tonight
in the New York Winter Garden
production of “Make It Bnappy."
he will be surrounded by what
might well be deacribed as an all-
star cast, though the producers
are displaying unusual modesty
in not so styling it.

Bome of the principals are Lil-
llan Fitsgerald, Cleveland Bron-
nér, Lew Hearn, Joe Opp, Haelen
Carrington, Muriel DeForrest, Tot
Qualters, John Byam, Kelso
Brothers, Ingred Holfeng, Char-
lotte Woodruft, LeRoy Duffield,
Betty Dalr, Queenie Queenin, the
marvelous Blue Devils and one
hundred other well known enter
talners, not forgetting a radiant
revel of gorgeous girls.

Owing. to the sise of the pro-
duétwnlndthohnnho!th.pm-
formance, the curtain will rise
nights at 8 o'clock sharp; mati-
nees on Thursday and Baturday
promptly at 2:10 o’clock.

NATIONAL—Beginning tomor-
row evening at the National
Theater, Bam H. Harris will pre-
sent, for the first time in America,
Margaret Lawrénce in “Becrets,”
by Rudolph Besler and May Eding-
ton, staged by Sam Forrest.

The interesting phase of life as
depicted in the new play is like &
voice out of mellowed years, many
experiences and long associations,
entering into all the whirl of dis-
cussion as to life anglea, sex com-
plex, Freudian theories and new
era views. .

Among the well-known players
in the company supporting Miss
Lawrence are Tom Neshitt, Arline
MacDermott, Frazer Coulter, Mrs.
Edmond Gurney, Elmer Grandin,
Lillian Brennard, Templer Bfuo.
Mignon, O'Doherty, Shirley B.
Pink, Mary Bcott Beton, Horace
Cooper, Cynthia Hyde, Norman
Houston, Barbara Allen, Georgle

Hiney, Beatrice Kay, Richard
Pitman, Basil West and Allen
Jenkins.

GARRICK—Thurston, the fam-
ous mpgician, will begin a week's
engagement at the Bhubert Gar-
rick tonight.

The great magician’s abflity as e
fun maker is on par with his un-
canny dexterity. He is acknowl-
edged ag one of the great humor-
ists on the stage and his power to
cause outlandish hilarity, at the
most unexpected moments, adds’
greatly to the enjoyment of his
performance. The blase old first
nighter falls ps hard for Thurston
as the smallest school boy. His
art has a most fascinating general
appeal.

Among the modern miracles to
be seen this season are: “The
Beautiful Witch,” *“The Vanish-
ing Camel,” “The Famous Hindu
Rope Trick,” *“The Radio Myst-
ery,” “Fairy Queens From Ire
m"l
“Conan Doyle Outdone,” “Re-
meses’ Magic Columns,” “The
Triple Conundrum,” “The Mysteri-
ous Fountain,” ‘“Spiritualistic
Materialisations,” “A Glimpee of
Hereafter,” “The BSypernatural
Lion,” “Mephisto's Visit” and
“Ancient Chinese Borcery.”

PRESIDENT — The President
Players shatter all long run stage
engagement records In the Wash-
Ington theater by announcing the
“fourth consectitive week's engage-
ment of Anne Nichols’ sensational
Irish Hebrew comedy riot, "Able's
Irish Rose,” beginning tonight at
8:30 o'clock, with matinees on
Wedneaday and Baturday at 2:30
p. m.

In beginning the fourth week's
engagement of this sensational suo-
cess, Mbssrs. Bmith and Duffy an-
nounce the same cast which
been specially selected for this
production, including Hileen Wil
son, Henry Duffy, Harry Shautan,
Anne Butheriand, Lester Hoyt,
Robert Lowe, Irving Kennedy, and
others. The production has been
staged by Harry Manners.

—

KRITH'S—The griddle cake
jass mammy, Aunt Jemima, with
Joe Raymond and his Little Qlub
Grchestra, will head 'this week's
bill at Keith's. Aunt Jemima is
the greatest exponent of jaxs in
vaudeville;

The extra added attraction will
be “A Revue of Revues,” the
latest musical mixture of Bantos
and Hayes, those laugh-arousing
women who are well known to
Washingtohlans, and unequaled
in popular vaudeville appeal, Jack

New Play, “Secrets,” to Be ne-‘r

“Beautifying by Magic,”

Christmas Wéek
Distinguished by
Fine Attractions

ARRICK—Crane Wilbur

in “The Monster.”

National—Irene Bordoni
in “The French Doll” '

Poli’s—Dale W-lnta in
“Irene.”

President—Maybe “Abie’s
Irish Rose.”

Kelth’s—Cralg Campbell,
concert singer; Ben Bernie;
others.

Belasco—Holiday bill of
Shubert vaudeville.

Gayety—Harry LeVan in
“Town Scandals.”

Strand—Lillilan Faulkner.
& Co.; Geo. Alexander;
others and films. -

Palace—Elsie Ferguson in
“Outeast.” .

Metropolitan—''The Hot-
_tentot” with Douglas Mac-
Lean. [
Rialto—Wesley Barry in
“Heroes of the Street.”

Crandall's Central — Star
cast in “Broken Chains.”

Crandall’'s—Harry OCarey
in “Good Men and True.”

Lincoln — Estelle Taylor
in “A Fool There Was.”

assisted by the Trado Twins and
Charles Bennett in her dancing
delight, “Maid of the Realm,” and
Harvard, Holt and Kendrick, who
play basketball on bicycles, will
complets a most distinctive and
diverting pre-holiday Keith bill.

Today at 3 and 8:16: Last day
of Belle Baker, Wellington Cross
& Company in “Wives;” “Traps,”
the kid drummer, and the rest of
last week's bill

BETRAND—A diversified bill of
vaudeville will be offerad at the
Strand today that will undoubt-
edly meet with- the approval of
the most critical.

Mme. Du Barry and her com-
pany of grand opera soloists' head
the bill with a high class song
revue and planologue, offéring
operatic . and classical selectiona.
It has been a long time since the
Strand has been able to offer such’
an artistic effort along the oper-
atic line that will compare with
Mme. Du Barry and her com-
pany.

Adrian offers a comedy oddity
in laughter and songs; Fred Eck-
hoff and Anna Gordon, in “Hekum
a la Carte,” offer a surprise com-
edy skit; Nat Burns has a sing-
ing and dancing singls; the Aus-
tralian Delscs do aerial feats;
“The Cave Girl,” the cinema feat-
ure, is an unusually thrilling plo-
ture, with Teddie Gerard, a new-
comer to stardom, in the featured

laughter and song blase the beat

way to a happy Christmas, the |

Cosmos Theater, this week, begin-
ning with the matinees tomorrow,

- unique added feature will present

“Columbia and Victor, )the Talk-
ative Graphophones,” with BDddie
Barto and Grace Clark, in a novel
ty overflowing with grace, beauty
and melody.

Others will bs the Four Byropn

Girls, & péppy feminine minstrel

quartet; McKenna Banks and Com-
pany in & comedietth, “A Lesson
In What?"'; Colvin and Wood in &

I
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Music, Drama and Films Combined
In Pleasant Week's Offerings

4 comedy skit and the Nathano

Brothers in breezy bits from the
varisties.

Frank Mayo's latest and its pro-
ducers say his best photoplay,
“Wolf Law,” a film drama.

L—_ -

PALACE—Marion Davies, the
beautiful star of the world-famous
production, “When Knighthood
was in Flower,” which was recent-
ly shown in Washington, appears
again on the scresn In her latest
prodyction, “The Young Diana,”
which will begin a four day
engagement at Loew's Palace
Theatér thig afternoon. In pres-
enting 'this attraction,” Loew's
Palace departs from (its usual
policy of presenting an attrac-
tion for one full week. It will
present for the week at hand two
featured offerings, the new Marion
Davies production being the first.
For the last three days Mae Mec-
Avoy appears in the stellar role
of “The Top of New York"

“The Young Diana" is a superb
pioturisation of the story by
Marie Corelli, which ran serially
in Hearst’s Magagine, and which
was later published In book form.
It was directed by Albert Capel-
lani - and' Robert Vignola, who
have t to Miss Davies' sup-
port a brilliant and notable cast
that includes Pedro de Cordorba,
Forrest Stanley, Maclyn Arbuckle,
and Gypsy O'Brien. Joseph Ur-
ban avho designed the marvelous
gettings for “When Knighthood

Was in Flower” 'is responsible
for the scenic beauty and splen-
dor of this latest Marion Davies
production. In it, Miss Davies
appears In the role of a girl who
finds the secret of eternal youth,
and passes through many strange,
weird, and dramatic experiences
and adventures.

METROPOLITAN—"My Friend
the Devil,” Willlam Fox's special
production based on Georges Oh-
net's novel of Dr. Rameau”
with Charles Richman, Barbara
Castleton and Peggy Shaw head-
ing a cast of unusual brillance,
will be this week's attraction at
Crandall’'s Metropolitan Theater,
beginning today.

The outstanding qualities in this
tense drama of tangled lives are
of dramatic interest, riveted by a
quick succession of genulnely
compelling scenes; suspense, 20
developed that the final outcome
of events is not known until the
fisal foot of film; heart appeal,
strengthened by two love stories
running parallel throughout the
action; a fine basic idea, embody-

that there is a higher
power than his own controlling
his destinles.

The supplementary features in
clude special orchestral contribu-
tions under the conductorship of
N. Mirskasy.

RIALTO.—A diverting comedy
of modern describes the
Goldwyn pho adapted from
the magasine story by Peter B.
“Brothers Under the Bkin,”
will

when it becognes a question of
and a man's relations
matter what

-~

ment, that lends itself to vera.
clous comedy treatment.

Mr. Kyne, alded by Director
Hopper, is said to have made this

SN, ASTMUR SMITH, INC, &
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YULETIDE  PARTY
AT KEITH'S FOR
KIDDIES

Miss Keir to Stage Special
Presentation of “Bachelor’s
Xmas” This Week With
Local Talent In the Cast

forward, under the guiding

eye of the author, Miss
Angela Keir, for the production
of her Christmas play, “A Bache-
lor's Christmas,” to be given In
connection with the matinee per-
formances at Keith's on Tuesday,
Wedneaday, Thursday, Friday
and Baturday of this week. As is
well-known, the custom of the
local Kelth house has been for
a number of years to stage a
“Kiddies’ Yuletide Party,” and this
season the work has been placed
in the competent hands of Miss
Kelr,

“A Bachelor’s Christmas” has
a cast of local dramatic students,
who are members of Miss Keir's

9 Fhe dances for the play-
let BAve been arranged by Antio-
nette Ure, and as a distinetly
hollday feature there will be the
einging of Christmas Carols by
the puplls of Paul Bleyden, popu-
lar vocal instructor.

Miss Keir made her profes
slonal debut with E. H. Sothern
in “If I Were King,"” and later
became assoclated with the late
Charles Frohman, and David
Belasco. Belasco speaks very
highly of her ability, 'and she
has, since returning to Washing-
ton, been achieving great success
with her productions of panto-
mimes, one-act plays and ballets,

PREPARATIONB are golng

transcript of marrigd struggles a
real and an amusing human doc-
ument.

COLUMBIA. — Laurette Taylor

will be presented this afternoon
at Loew's Columbia Theater in
the splendid and enthralling
Metro picturization of ‘“Peg o' My
Heart,” the greatest of all her
many stage successes,

In picturizing this great play
by J. Hartley Manners Metro has
surrounded Miss Taylor with a
cast of distinction, Including
Mahlon Hamilton, Ethel QGrey
Terry, Nigel Barrie, Lionel Bil-
more, Vera Lewis, Fred Huntley
and others. The wide production
latitude permitted by the camera
has resulted in a production sdid
to be far more colorful and vivid
than was possible in the oast of
the stage production.

In “Peg o' My Heart” there is
presented a story of a girl who’
grows nearly to womanhood be-
fore she becomes aware of the
fact that she is an heiress and
that an education, both scholas-
tic and social, is a necessity.

How she leaves her humble
Irish home; enters the mansion
of unkind relatives, finds there
the man she loves and eventually
returns to her own humble domi-
cile to make her happiness com-
plete are outstanding elements.
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